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The Finance Use Case 

• ESSA (Title I, Part E)
• Annual school and district report cards must include: 

• “per-pupil expenditures of Federal, State, and local funds, including 
actual personnel expenditures and actual nonpersonnel expenditures 
of Federal, State, and local funds, disaggregated by source of funds, 
for each local educational agency and each school in the State for the 
preceding fiscal year.”



Edunomics - Financial Transparency Working Group (FiTWiG) 

• Interstate Financial Reporting (IFR) was created by states (via 
FiTWiG), for states, to meet the financial data reporting 
requirement under ESSA. 

• The purpose of this document is to define a set of key per-
pupil expenditure measures that if utilized, will have common 
meaning and will help states to maximize the equity related 
benefits of this requirement. 

http://edunomicslab.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Interstate-Financial-Reporting_FINAL-V2.pdf


CCSSO / Member States - Financial Transparency Efforts

Equity

• CCSSO is continuing to keep equity at the heart of this effort

• Encouraging states to begin the fiscal equity discussions and analysis 
now

• Uncovering inequities now will allow SEAs & LEAs to understand and 
develop a plan to resolve 



CCSSO / Member States - Financial Transparency Efforts

Resources (coming soon)

• Communications Toolkit - This resource will be designed for states, but 
will also contain information that can be shared with districts.  

• Data Visualization Prototype - This resource will be designed to 
highlight the greatest utility of the per-pupil expenditure requirement that 
states can then choose to implement and customize to meet their own 
financial transparency goals.



Nebraska & Ed-Fi Finance Domain

What do we have

● Spreadsheet - manual entry
● Uploaded and validated
● Separate from Ed-Fi
● Object level

○ More and more objects
● School Level - 2018-2019



Nebraska & Ed-Fi Finance Domain

What do we want
• Single Source of the Truth ©
• Reduce work for LEAs
• More Transparency
• B.I. - Data for School and LEA Continuous Improvement
• Champions for Equity



Nebraska & Ed-Fi Finance Domain

Path to Full Implementation
1. Current data collection imported into Ed-Fi ODS

1. Vendors use API to submit EOY data to Ed-Fi ODS

1. Full implementation of updated Finance domain
• Year-to-date totals available throughout the year
• Support for smaller districts



Ed-Fi and CEDS Collaboration 

Collaboration agreement to work toward: 
• Existing element alignment 
• New element development 
• Synchronized release cycles 

https://techdocs.ed-fi.org/display/ETKB/CEDS+and+Ed-Fi+Collaboration+Guidelines


Ed-Fi Finance Domain
• Capturing financial information including both actuals and 

budgeted.
• Key Concepts:

• Codes of various classifications (e.g., Object, Function, Fund) specific 
to the EducationOrganization entity for a fiscal year are represented by 
the AccountCode entity.

• This domain is suitable for tracking federal fund allocations and 
expenses.

• This domain is suitable for tracking staff and contracted staff actuals.
• There are no entities or elements that model ledger information.



Ed-Fi Finance Domain
Key Entities:
• Account: An Account entity to represent funding sources 

and purposes.
• AccountCode: An AccountCode entity to represent the 

set of account codes that may be used to define an 
account.

• Budget: A Budget entity to represent financial allocations 
and an Actual entity to represent transactions.

• Payroll: A Payroll entity to model personnel 
compensation.

• Staff/ContractedStaff: Staff and ContractedStaff entities 
to model personnel



Ed-Fi Finance Data Model 



CEDS – Finance Data Model



Ed-Fi and CEDS Alignment
• Both models are centered around an education organization’s Chart of 

Accounts where Ed-Fi Account ⬄ CEDS FinancialAccount.
• Ed-Fi model identifies the tuple of account components like Fund, 

Program, Function, Object, Grant/Project, Level, Unit, Subject and Job 
Classification as AccountCodes defined under Account Classifcation.  
CEDS model defined them explicitly.  

• Different states define, different numbers and names of the Account 
components, possible with the Ed-Fi model.  Need further discussion 
about the CEDS model with the explicit reference.   

• In Ed-Fi, the AccountCodes association to EducationOrganization is 
separate from the Account association with EducationOrganization, 
allowing districts to use a set of codes defined at the state level. 



Ed-Fi and CEDS Alignment



Ed-Fi and CEDS Alignment
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